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SCULPTORS ABD SCULPTURE. 



(q*n T is pleasant to record the progress 
fob of any individual genius in excel- 
U^j lence in his profession and in popu- 

flar appreciation of his merit. We, 
therefore, read of Mead, the " Ver- 
mont sculptor's," successes with 
real pleasure. The Boston Transcript 
thus refers to his genius and his success- 
es : " The artist is a young man, about 
twenty-three years of age. He made the 
' snow image' of ' The Recording Angel,' 
which Longworth, of Cincinnati, ordered 
in marble ; and he is now employed on a 
statue of Ethan Allen, fourteen feet high, 
ordered by the Vermont legislature, to 
be placed in the State-House at Montpe- 
lier. His exquisite statuette of the 
" Green Mountain Girl" represents a Ver- 
mont scbool-girl, clad in the winter cos- 
tume of the region, on her way to school. 
Her right hand is raised to the chin, upoa 
which her forefinger rests. In her left 
hand is held a small satchel of books. 
Nothing can be more graceful than the 
attitude and expression of the whole fig- 
ure. The face is extremely pleasing, 
refined, intelligent, and thoughtful. The 
whole performance is instinct with genius. 
The material — Vermont marble of the 
purest white, equal to the famous Carra- 
ra marble in this particular — is admirably 
adapted for works of this description. 
This figure was ordered by a New-Orleans 
lady, whose example in encouraging native 
genius, can hardly fail to be followed, 
whenever this specimen shall fall under 
the eye of taste combined with wealth." 
The Brattleboro' Phanix further adds, 
regarding this artist and his present la- 
bors : " We learn that this beautiful cre- 
ation of Mr. Mead's genius (the ' Green 
Mountain Girl') is attracting attention 
and receiving great commendation. In- 
quiries for duplicates have already been 
made. Mr. Mead has just commenced the 
design of a statuette of a ' Green Mountain 
Boy,' as a counterpart to the ' Green 
Mountain Girl,' and for the same person 
who ordered the latter. His bust of the 
Hon. Win. C. Bradley has attracted many 
visitors to his studio in the Town Hall, 
and all who know the man whose likeness 
it represents are outspoken in praise of 
its marvellous fidelity to the original. His 
great work, the statue of Ethan Allen, is 
progressing rapidly ; and as the similitude 
of the old hero comes out of the marble, 



like a chrysalis emerging from its tomb, 
we are prepared to recognize those char- 
acteristics which gave him renown, as 
the representative of Vermont character, 
which out of trials innumerable, beset by 
difficulties on every hand, and amid ' foes 
without and foes within, achieved the 
independence of his people." We wish 
that we might be permitted to record 
many such triumphs and rewards to na- 
tive genius ! 

In regard to the Perry statue, lately 
inaugurated at Cleveland, 0., with so 
much eclat, we have a communication 
from Mr. Jno. O'Brien, wherein he claims 
to be the real author of the work. We 
have not room for the whole letter, and 
therefore give the gist of it. Mr. O'B. 
claims, that when the statue was projected 
he was in Rome studying his profession — 
that he hastened home to Cleveland to 
compete for the work — and says : " I 
offered to model a figure to compete with 
that of Mr. Walcutt, and in case mine was 
rejected I would ask nothing for my mod- 
el ; but I was refused, and Walcutt's 
accepted without any competition — a new 
system in the rule of art. I was then of- 
fered, and I undertook, the reproduction 
of Walcutt's model in marble, as the 
modeller knew nothing about cutting 
marble. No man laid a chisel on the 
statue save myself and my assistant, Jas. 
J. Butler, and I have produced a work, 
the execution of which is now before the 
public eye. The model is here also, and 
any honest man who will examine both, 
will admit that the latter scarcely prefig- 
ures the former. There is a detail in the 
statue for which I had no model." Mr. 
O'B. then refers to the notices made by 
the local press, wherein his name and 
labors are wholly ignored, and all praise 
given to Mr. Walcutt, ; ' the Buckeye 
artist." 

A quotation from the Pittsburg Chron- 
icle seems to us to set this matter right, 
and we therefore quote its statement in 
regard to the work referred to, its pro- 
duction, cost, etc. : 

"The statue was unveiled at two 
o'clock, the American flag covering it up 
to that hour, and hiding it altogether from 
public view. The effect on the audience 
was electrical ; but as this will be referred 
to in the proper place we will not further 
dwell on it now. The design for the 
statue was modelled by Mr. Walcutt, a 
citizen of Cleveland and an artist of con- 
siderable reputation. The sculptor of the 



work, however, was Mr. J. O'Brien, a na- 
tive of the county Cork, Ireland, and an 
artist of rare promise. He studied in 
Rome for some time, and, while excelling 
in the use of the chisel, has a creative 
genius of the highest order. He struck 
the first blow on the work in December, 
1859, and completed it last Wednesday. 
It was placed in position the following 
day, and exposed to the public view for 
the first time to-day. The statue is cut 
from a block of pure Carrara marble, and 
is eight feet two inches in height. It ap- 
pears to have been admirably executed, 
and is said to be a striking likeness of the 
great man it is intended to represent. 
The sum which was appropriated for the 
work was inadequate, and two thousand 
dollars additional were added. We are 
told, however, that it has cost fully this 
sum already, and it is yet incomplete, as 
the figures of the midshipman and sailor 
boy, with which it is intended to adorn 
the base, have not yet been chiselled. 
These will cost $>3,000, so that the con- 
tractors will have to rely on the public 
spirit of the citizens to make up that 
amount. As a work of art the statue will 
compare favorably with any in the coun- 
try, and reflects the highest credit on Mr. 
O'Brien, whose chisel gave it to the 
world." 

The Baltimore Exchange gives us some 
agreeable data concerning a new statuette, 
" Leander," and its author. It says : 
" The statuette will greatly interest all 
lovers of art, and excite a very earnest 
amount of admiration. The young artist 
is a native of Baltimore, whose natural 
genius some years ago attracted attention 
while he was engaged in a mechanical 
business, and led to his being sent to 
Italy, to receive there the benefits of the 
study and experience to be gained in the 
galleries of the great masters of the art. 
He has since executed several busts that 
have approved the judgment which gave 
him this opportunity ; and the present 
work, his first, we believe, in this depart- 
ment of statuary, has fully established his 
ability to become a great sculptor. The 
statuette is of half life-size, a nearly nude 
figure, posed upon the beach, and just in 
the act of springing into the waves which 
wash his feet, and across which his adven- 
turous love carried him to Hero. The 
figure is one of graceful and athletic 
young manhood, robust without grossness, 
and a marvel of beauty of conception and 
faultless execution. There is about the 



182 



COSMOPOLITAN ART JOURNAL. 



work none of that unequal execution or 
those blemishes of awkwardness in the 
management of the limbs which are gene- 
rally the ear-marks of young artists, but 
throughout a rigid simplicity and an ad- 
herence to the best rules of taste, which 
show that Mr. Ridehart's progress has 
been made upon a sure basis." 

Mr. Billings' design for the sculptural 
portion of the Lexington monument — the 
" Minute Man" — has been accepted by 
the association, as has, also, his plan for 
the construction of the whole. The work 
of modelling the entire monument was, a 
few months since, confided to Thomas 
Ball, Esq., and this artist has most faith- 
fully carried out the conception of the de- 
signer, and produced a most beautiful and 
speaking copy of the work in miniature. 

Gait, the sculptor, who has been so 
long abroad, will return to this country 
during the autumn, bringing with him his 
statue of Jefferson, which was executed 
for the University of Virginia. European 
artists speak very highly of this work ; so, 
also, the countrymen of Mr. Gait who 
have seen the statue in his studio at 
Florence. 

Palmer is at Albany, working on com- 
mission busts and compositions. He will, 
ere long, give to the world a figure piece, 
designed to gratify that large class of peo- 
ple who were somewhat " shocked at the 
unnecessary nudity" of his " Captive." 
His bust of Alexander Hamilton is pro- 
nounced a very striking work. 

Mr. Ives, who has recently been visiting 
his friends in this country, soon returns 
to Rome, where he has an extensive stu- 
dio. He leaves behind him, on exhibition, 
in New- York, at the Dusseldorf Gallery, 
the " Flora" statue and the ideal bust, 
" Ariadne." 

Miss Louise Lander, recently returned 
from Rome, will spend the winter in this 
country. Her bust of Nathaniel Haw- 
thorne, and her statue, "Evangeline 
Asleep," lately on exhibition at the Dus- 
seldorf Gallery, commanded much atten- 
tion. We shall give the life-sketch and 
portrait of Miss Lander in a future number 
of this Journal. 

Launt Thompson, a pupil of Palmer, has 
already won a name as an artist, and his 
studio in the Tenth street building is 
" one of the places to look in at." It is 
now graced by a deliciously-executcd bas- 
relief portrait of an old lady, in white 
marble. He will busy himself during the 
winter on "II Penseroso," a companion 



subject to his " L' Allegro," and on a head 
to be entitled " The American Hunter" — 
the physiognomy of "Grizzly Adams" 
affording the groundwork. 

Good report comes from Powers, still 
in Florence. His works are greatly sought 
for, by European connoisseurs, which ac- 
counts for so few of them being found in 
this country. His "Eve" is shut away 
from public gaze in the house of Win. B. 
Astor. His " Greek Slave" (once of the 
" Cosmopolitan Art Association") is now 
in possession of Mr. A. T. Stewart, of 
New-York. 

Of Mr. Hart we have no recent news. 
His Henry Clay statue, at New-Orleans, 
commanded great praise. His studio is in 
Florence, whither, we believe, he has re- 
turned, or soon is to return. 

Miss Harriet Hosmer is still at Water- 
town, Mass. — the illness of her father pre- 
venting her contemplated return to her 
studio in Rome. 




ART GOSSIP. 

NE of the most prominent fealvres 
of Art-news is the new " Institute 
of Fine Arts," of New- York, which 
as we write is rapidly approaching 
completion. It is one of the most 
beautiful and imposing edifices on 
Broadway — that boulevard of " palaces" — 
occupying a front on that street of thirty- 
four feet, with a depth of two hundred 
feet. It is specially designed, as its name 
indicates, for galleries of art-works. The 
whole second floor will be devoted to pur- 
poses of exhibition, and will contain, upon 
its lofty and dome-lighted walls, such a 
collection of paintings as this country 
never before beheld — comprising all the 
" Jarves Collection" of old masterpieces 
(referred to on page 174) and a very large 
and costly array of works by the best 
modern masters of the French, English, 
and Dusseldorf schools. The design of 
the proprietor — Henry W. Derby — is to 
make such an art imprtssivn. as the wealth, 
intelligence, and taste of this great me- 
tropolis demand — to unite, in one grand 
exposition, the best works of the best 
masters, living and dead — and thus to 
give " the million" an opportunity of see- 
ing at a glanee, and of studying, art in all 
it-i forms and phases. The art lovers and 
connoisseurs of the metropolis are await- 
ing with anxiety the opening of this insti- 
tution, and, following the Prince of Wales, 



it will be the next "great sensation." 
It will be ready for admissions early in 
November. In our next issue we will 
refer to the exposition at some length, 
and thus inform our distant readers of the 
treasures of art which have found their 
way to this country. 

Artists have quite generally returned 
from their summer jaunts, and are now 
very busy in their freshly-opened studios 
with their numerous commissions. A few 
doors only are labelled "out of town," 
and these few will soon be swung open, 
and the " latch-string hung out." Cole- 
man is in Europe. Dix has returned 
from the coast of Spain (Gibraltar), with 
a superb series of marine studies. Pope 
has spent the summer down South, hunt- 
ing and sketching to his heart's content. 
Wm. Hart and Gignoux are at the 
" Studio Building," very busy with their 
brushes. Mr. Hart caught some most 
happy studies at Nahant. Shattuck, to 
vary the routine of the usual summer 
pastime and study, took to himself a wife 
(Miss Coleman, sister of the artist) last 
summer, and has been, in consequence, 
stuffing his portfolio with unusually 
happy things. Bellows has settled down 
at Lenox, Mass. His winter's work em- 
braces (besides several pictures for the 
" Cosmopolitan") three large commissions, 
upon which he designs to lavish his best 
talent. Inness has settled down at Med- 
field, Mass., and is in comparatively easy 
circumstances, notwithstanding the ra- 
ther undignified and officious paragraphs 
in " the papers," in regard to his destitu- 
tion. An artist who disposes of as large 
a number of works as it is said Mr. I. has 
sold, during the past six months, ought 
not to. be in straitened circumstances, 
particularly when he is of Mr. Inness' 
quiet tastes. Church, who captivated the 
public in his " Heart of the Andes," got 
captivated himself by a Buckeye lady 
(Miss Carnes, of Dayton), and, in conse- 
quence, is building, or has built, a superb 
residence near Hudson, N. Y. Bierstadt 
has been all the summer in the White 
Mountains. In company with his brother 
(an accomplished photographer), he has 
gathered many good things, done by the 
hand of old Sol himself. Hays comes 
back from the Western Plains loaded with 
sketches and relics. His studio bids fair 
to rival Barnum's Museum in its speci- 
mens of Indian curiosities and animals. 
Eastman Johnson has been busy all sum- 
mer in the University building. His 
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